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Dear Ms. Cross,

We are excited to announce the opening of the

newest Sunshine Stationery Store in Raleigh,
North Carolina! As you know, the Sunshine
Stationery Store has long been the industry

standard for quality creative paper products of all
kinds,
location for our next branch than the warm and
city of Raleigh. We thrilled
welcome you to the Grand Opening of the Raleigh

and we couldn’t have picked a better

inviting are to
store on March 15, 2018. The opening celebration
will be from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. — a full 12 hours of
fun! We would love to show you all the Raleigh
store has to offer and hope to see you there on

the 15th!

Sincerely,

Donna Deacon
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One day I caught a taxi to work. When I got into
the back seat, I saw a brand new cell phone sitting
right next to me. I asked the driver, “Where did you
drop the last person off?” and showed him the
phone. He pointed at a girl walking up the street. We
drove up to her and I rolled down the window yelling
out to her. She was very thankful and by the look on
her face I could tell how grateful she was. Her smile
made me smile and feel really good inside. After she
got the phone back, I heard someone walking past

her say, “Today’s your lucky day!”

@ bored
® regretful

@ angry ® scared

@ pleased
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Many people think of what might happen in the
future based on past failures and get trapped by
them. For example, if you have failed in a certain
area before, when faced with the same situation, you
anticipate what might happen in the future, and thus
fear traps you in yesterday. Do not base vyour
decision on what yesterday was. Your future is not
your past and you have a better future. You must
decide to forget and let go of your past. Your past
experiences are the thief of today’'s dreams only
when you allow them to control you.
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Writers aged over thirteen from all countries are
encouraged to enter East India Press Short Story
Writing Contest. You should submit your story by
March 1, 2027. There

accept fiction in any genre. The contest is sponsored

1s no entry fee, and they

by East India Press, specializing in the publishing of
books

bestselling author,

in multiple formats. New York Times

David Farland, with over fifty

published novels, will be the judge. For more

information, please visit www.nightingalenovel.com.
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Experts advise people to “take the stairs instead of
the elevator” or “walk or bike to work.” These are
good strategies: climbing stairs provides a good
workout, and people who walk or ride a bicycle for
transportation most often meet their needs for
physical activity. Many people, however, face barriers
in their environment that prevent such choices. Few
people would choose to walk or bike on roadways
that lack safe sidewalks or marked bicycle lanes,
the

polluted. Few would choose to walk up stairs

where vehicles speed by, or where air 1s

in
inconvenient and unsafe stairwells in modern
buildings. In contrast, people living in neighborhoods
with safe biking and walking lanes, public parks, and
freely available exercise facilities use them often —

their surroundings encourage physical activity.
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Jancsi was up bright and early that morning. He
didn’'t sleep well last night, as Cousin Kate was
coming today. She was the only cousin he had, and
she was a city girl. A real city girl from Budapest.

Ever since the letter came from his uncle, he was

walking around with his head up on the big
Hungarian plain. He was the only boy in the
neighborhood who had a cousin in the city, and she
was coming today to stay for a long time. He

decided to tell everybody about her at school.

*plain: HY

@ lonely and bored

@ calm and relaxed

@ excited and proud
@ surprised and scared

® sorry and regretful
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2026 Eco-Adventure Camp
Explore the woods in Tennessee! All middle

school and high school students are welcome!

Dates: March 23 - 25 (3 days and 2 nights)
Fee: $150 per person (All meals are included.)

Activities: Nature Class, Hiking and Climbing,
and Treasure Hunt

Every participant will receive a camp backpack.

Registration starts from March 12 and ends on

March 16 on our website.

For more information, please visit us at

g

www.ecoadventure.com.
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T-shirt Design Contest
We are looking for T-shirt designs for the Radio
Music Festival. The Radio Music Festival team
will select the top five designs. The one grand

prize winner will be chosen by online voting.

Details

* Deadline for submission: May 15, 2026

* Three entries are allowed per participant.

* Designs will be printed on white T-shirts.

*An entry can include up to three colors.

*You can use the Radio Music Festival logo, but
you're not allowed to change its colors in any

way.

The winners will receive two T-shirts with their

design printed on them.

For more information, please visit our website at

www.rmfestival.org.
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Mae C. Jemison was named the first black woman
in 1987. On September 12, 1992,

boarded the space shuttle FEndeavor as a science
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astronaut she
mission specialist on the historic eight-day flight.
left the and Space
Administration (NASA) in 1993. She was a professor

of Environmental Studies at Dartmouth College from

Jemison National Aeronautic

1995 to 2002. Jemison was born in Decatur,
Alabama, and moved to Chicago with her family when
she was three years old. She graduated from

1977  with

and Afro-American

Stanford University in a degree In

chemical engineering studies.
Jemison received her medical degree from Cornell

Medical School in 1981.
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The first underwater photographs were taken by an

Englishman named William Thompson. In 1856, he
waterproofed a simple box camera, attached it to a
pole, and (A)[lowered/lowering] it beneath the

waves off the coast of southern England. During the
10-minute exposure, the camera slowly flooded with
but the
photography was born. Near the surface, (B)[where/

seawater, picture survived. Underwater

which] the water is clear and there is enough light,
it is quite possible for an amateur photographer to
take great shots with an inexpensive underwater

camera. At greater depths — it is dark and cold
there — photography is the principal way of exploring
a mysterious deep-sea world, 95 percent of which

has never (C)[seen/been seen] before.

=

*exposure: ey
(A) B) ©
@ lowered where seen
@ lowered where been seen
@ lowered which seen
@ lowering where seen
® lowering which been seen
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Honesty is a fundamental part of every strong customer, that may mean saying “I can do this for
relationship. Use it to your advantage by being open between $10,000 and $15,000.” With a new
with what you feel and giving a @ truthful opinion employee, you could be tempted to say, “You can

when asked. This approach can help you escape

uncomfortable social situations and make friends with

honest people. Follow this simple policy in life —
never lie. When you ®develop a reputation for
always telling the truth, you will enjoy strong

It will also be more

difficult to manipulate you. People who lie get into

relationships based on trust.

trouble when someone threatens to @ uncover their
lie. By living true to yourself, you'll @ avoid a lot of
headaches. Your relationships will also be free from
the poison of lies and secrets. Don’t be afraid to be
honest with your friends, no matter how painful the
truth is. In the long term, lies with good intentions ®
comfort people much more than telling the truth.

*manipulate: (AF-&) ZF3hoh
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Since a great deal of day-to-day academic work is
boring and repetitive, you need to be well motivated
it.

pencils, works on a proof, tries a few approaches,

to keep doing A mathematician sharpens her
gets nowhere, and finishes for the day. A writer sits
down at his desk, produces a few hundred words,
decides they are no good, throws them in the bin,
better

produce something worthwhile

and hopes for inspiration tomorrow. To

— if it ever happens
— may require years of such labor.
The Nobel
said that about four-fifths of his time in science was
that all
What kept all

people going when things were going badly was their

Prize-winning biologist Peter Medawar

wasted, adding sadly “nearly scientific

research leads nowhere.” of these
passion for their subject. Without such passion, they
would have achieved nothing.

*proof: (&) S
@ fruitless

@D cooperative @ productive

@ dangerous ® irregular

start between April 1 and April 15.” But that word
between tends to suggest that you will take a step
back, and any clever negotiator will quickly focus on
the cheaper price or the later deadline. In other
find that, the

between, you will get disadvantaged without getting

words, you will by saying word

anything in return.

@ range ® job @ hint
@ prize ® hand
14,

Pick up a water bottle, remove the label, and fill it
with any water that’s not too cloudy from a river or
rainwater. Place the bottle on a building’s metal roof
in full sunlight. In six hours the sun will kill viruses
and bacteria in the water, making it safe to drink.
This method is now being used all over the world to
provide for some four million people.
“It’'s simple, free, effective,” says a principal in
In 2006, her school

method to clean its dirty tap water. The result? The

Tanzania. started using the

rate of diseases by water, such as diarrhea, dropped
greatly.

*diarrhea: A}

@ sun block
@ safe housing

@ drinking water
@ recycled cans

(® vaccine programs
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Suppose that you are busy working on a project
one day and you have no time to buy lunch. All

of a sudden your best friend shows up with your

favorite sandwich.

(A) The key difference between these two cases is
the level of trust. You trust your best friend so much
that you won’t worry about him knowing you too
well, but you certainly would not give the same level
of trust to a stranger.

(B) He tells you that he knows you are busy and he
wants to help you out by buying you the sandwich.
In this case, you are very likely to appreciate your
friend’s help.
(C) However,
sandwich and offers it to you, you won't appreciate
it.
think “Who are you, and how do you know what kind

if a stranger shows up with the same

Instead, you would be confused. You would likely

of sandwich I like to eat?”
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16.

My mother and [ are walking to Fanelli’'s market.

A neighbor calls to my mother. As they talk, I

wander to the backyard of the neighbor’s.

(A) She makes the best barking sound [ have ever
heard a human make. The dog cries and runs away.
My mother turns and says, “You have to show them
who’s boss!”
(B) Suddenly,
Awowwow! It is tied with a chain.
My mother runs to me and asks, “What is it?”
She asks, “A dog? Around there?”

(C) I nod, crying. She marches me around the house.

a German shepherd jumps at me.
I am screaming.
1 say,

“It's a dog!”

The dog yells again. Awowwowow! [ jump back. But
my mother pulls me forward and she barks back at
the dog.

@© (A)-(O)-B)
@ (O-A)-B)
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Cesaria Evora was born in 1941, grew up in a poor

222

family, and was raised in an orphanage after her
father died. She began performing as a teenager at
sailors’ restaurants and on the ships at the harbor in
Mindelo. She gave up music in the 1970s because
she was unable to make a living. But in 1985, she
came back on the stage, and won the Grammy Award
in 2003. She was known as the

because she always performed without shoes. Cesaria

“Barefoot Diva”

Evora, who brought the music of the tiny Cape Verde
islands to a worldwide audience, died in her native

country at the age of 70.
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By contrast, many present-day stories have a

less definitive ending.

is often

the hero

In the classical fairy tale the conflict

permanently resolved. Without exception,
and heroine live happily ever after. (@) Often the
conflict in those stories is only partly resolved, or a
the think

further. (@) This is particularly true of thriller and

new conflict appears making audience

horror genres, where audiences are kept on the edge
of their (®) Consider Henrik
Ibsen’s play, A Doll's House, where, in the end, Nora

seats throughout.
leaves her family and marriage. (@) Nora disappears
out of the front door and we are left with many
unanswered questions such as “Where did Nora go?”
and “What will happen to her?” (®) An open ending
is a powerful tool, providing food for thought that
forces the audience to think about what might happen
next.

*definitive: &7 % 21
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In 2006, 81% of surveyed American shoppers said
that they considered online customer ratings and
reviews important when planning a purchase. Though
an online comment — positive or negative — 1is not
as a direct interpersonal exchange, it
@ Many
@ And
young people rely heavily on them and are very

as powerful
can be very important for a business.

people depend on online recommendations.

likely to be influenced by the Internet when deciding
what movie to see or what album to purchase. @
These

networks and communicate regularly with dozens of

individuals often have wide-reaching social

others —with the potential to reach thousands. @
Experts suggest that young people stop wasting their
money on unnecessary things and start saving it. ®
It has been reported that young people aged six to
24 influence about 50% of all spending in the US.
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Crows are a remarkably clever family of birds.
They are capable of solving many more complex
birds,
chickens. After hatching, chickens peck busily for
which
rely on the parent bird to bring them food in the

problems compared to other such as

their own food much faster than crows,

nest. However, as adults, chickens have very
limited hunting skills whereas crows are much
more flexible in hunting for food. Crows also end
up with bigger and more complex brains. Their
extended period between hatching and flight from
the nest enables them to develop intelligence.

*peck:(Fo]E) o} Hr}

N3
Crows are more __ (A)___ than chickens
because crows have a longer period of
__®B__.
(A) B)
@D intelligent dependency
@ passive dependency
@ selfish competition
@ intelligent competition
(® passive hunting
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It is said that you never forget your first love. But
you should, because memories of it can destroy your
life. found that the

happiness of young love can become an unreal

relationships for Sociologists
standard by which all future romances are judged.
According to a report, the best way to make sure
long-term happiness in a relationship is not to stick
to your first love. People with a more practical view
of relationships tend to have more successful
long-term ones. Because they don’t try to recreate

the strong passion they once shared with a past

lover
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My wife and I were running an ice-cream shop.
Staying open so late at night wasn’t such a big deal
because we made good money. After a while it didn’t
work. Closing at 1:00 am and then coming back to
open the store again at 11:00 am was physically
painful. Those extra few dollars earned at midnight
just weren't worth it when we looked at what it did
to us. So we closed our doors at 9:00 pm. By
forcing ourselves to close on time, our customers
showed up before our closing. We spent more time
with our kids and got good rest. We were also better

prepared to go to work the next day.
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Donna had been feeling very depressed. She had
just broken up with her boyfriend. She had even
been in the hospital with a knee injury for
and the time alone certainly was

Her (a) her

disappointment at herself worse. She could not

several days,

not helping. misery made

stop crying all the time.

)

Several weeks later, her life began to return to
normal. Donna came to realize that her great
support for Mary made her forget her own pain
and sadness in her dark time. (b) She learned the

lesson that when she supported others, she was

also, in fact, supporting herself.

©

Over the course of the funeral, Donna was 100
percent present for Mary. (c) She held her close
while Mary cried endless tears. And she slept
next to her to make sure she did not wake up
alone in the middle of the night. At that time, she
hardly felt any pain in her knee and none of the

depression (d) she had been experiencing.

D)

Early one morning, Donna received a phone call
with some terrible news: the younger brother of
her best friend, Mary, had been killed in a car
accident. Donna had known them her entire life,
and she was extremely sad. However, Donna
quickly pulled herself together, got in the car,
and drove to her friend’s house to be there with

(e) her.
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